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J&C Joel is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of flame retardant fabrics and flooring, drapes and shapes 
and stage engineering solutions for the entertainment and live event industries.

Established in 1978 by John Wheelwright, the business initially focussed on selling fabric to tailors and the 
fashion industry. But John soon identified a new opportunity in the entertainment industry and the business started 
manufacturing Black Wool Serge – a commodity product used for theatrical drapes, stage masking and acoustic 
curtains – which became the fabric backbone of the business.

A new era dawned in 2006 when John’s son, James Wheelwright, took over the business marking the start of a 
major period of growth – the biggest in the company’s history – with offices opening in the Middle East, Hong 
Kong, South Africa, Macau and Vietnam plus an expansion of operations in Europe and Australasia.

The business now exports to more than 80 countries worldwide, providing products and services 
such as Front of House theatre drapes, stage backdrops, cycloramas, gauzes, acoustic 
solutions, projection screens plus an array of stage engineering solutions.
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1847
1850

1950
1960

George Wheelwright Ltd

 

was established.

1976
J&C Joel starts to manufacture
Black Wool Serge.

J&C Joel becomes a limited company.

1963
John Wheelwright joins 

George Wheelwright.

1900
The company moves to Firth

 

House Mills in Sammonden.

1974

1978

John Wheelwright creates a new
rag trade division of the family

 

business Uncle Joel and Cousin
Colin. J&C Joel is born.
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who are we?

2000

 

2006
John Wheelwright retires and 
James Wheelwright becomes  

the CEO.

1995
The company starts

 

installing drapes.

1992
The company starts

 

manufacturing drapes.

2010
Awarded ‘Exporter of the year’

 

by the 48 club group.

2011

2014

2016

2015
The company was awarded ‘SME Exporter

 

of the Year’ at the Yorkshire Business 
Masters Awards.

2017
Awarded ‘Exporter of the Year’ at Yorkshire Business Awards.

Awarded ‘Exporter of the Year’ at Insider Media Made in Yorkshire Awards.

The Lloyds National Business Awards ‘Exporter of the Year’.

 

‘Exporter of the Year’ The Yorkshire Post Excellence in Business Awards.

New Facility in Vietnam.

2008

1983
Andrew Walsh, the longest 
running employee joins the 
business.

2002
1986
The company expands it’s ranges

 

to explore wide width fabrics.

J&C Joel moves to Barkisland Mill.

1985

 

 

1991
The company moves to

 

Coporation Mill, current location.

J&C Joel launch dealer and distributor model in

 

Europe and Russia.

Group CEO James Wheelwright is crowned 
‘Business Person of the Year’ by the Halifax Courier.

1998
James Wheelwright joins the business.

 

2018
J&C Joel’s 40th 
Anniversary.
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Showcase

www.jcjoel.com Vancouver Winter Olympics Opening Ceremony0606



01 - Dubai Park and Resorts, Motiongate, UAE   02 - MC-21 Plane Reveal, Russia   03 - Muse Drones Tour
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Fabrics &  Flooring
J&C Joel are one of the world’s leading manufacturers 
and suppliers of flame retardant fabrics and flooring 
designed specifically for the technical requirements of 
the event and entertainment industries.

We offer a comprehensive range of quality fabrics and 
flooring, most with a variety of colours to choose from 
or the ability to be custom dyed to your specification. 
Our products comply with a range of worldwide flame 
retardancy standards including British, French and 
German these are also accompanied by technical data 
sheets and tailored data packs providing the necessary 
supporting information.

From the company’s wool manufacturing heritage our 
Wool Serge products are firmly recognised as industry 
staples which are complimented by our luxurious range 
of velvets, wide width fabrics up to 12m, the latest 
in scenic and event fabrics, canvases which can be 
painted using our range of Rosco paints and a variety 
of entertainment flooring.

We stock tens of thousands of metres of fabric through-
out our global offices and we offer a free A4 sample 
service which can be ordered through our website or 
one of our global offices with samples despatched 
around the world daily. 

We have a dedicated Research and Development 
department who are always looking out for the next 
innovative product to ensure we are providing the latest 
fabric and flooring technology to our customers. If you 
can’t see something in our extensive catalogue, then 
our experienced and knowledgeable team can source 
it for you. 

Drapes &  Shapes
J&C Joel go beyond the manufacture and supply of 
fabrics and flooring. We design, manufacture and 
install a whole range of drapes and shapes that feature 
in a wide spectrum of theatres, venues and ceremonies 
around the world. 

J&C Joel’s extensive range of velvets are synonymous 
with Front of House drapes in world famous theatres. 
As experts in traditional decorative techniques such as 
appliqué, fringing and embroidery we can recreate the 
beautiful drapery of the opulent theatres of yesteryear 
right through to manufacturing modern designs for the 
latest contemporary venues.

Drapes and shapes are made using numerous 
fabrics from the J&C Joel range. From masking and 
blackout to cycloramas, gauzes and event drapery, 
we can manufacture the drape or shape that best 
suits your application.

If you’re looking for something unique, we offer a 
range of fibre optic and LED starcloths that can be 
manufactured to any specification. We also have a 
variety of fabrics and flooring that can be digitally 
printed to create an impact and add a finishing touch 
to any event or stage.

We are proud manufacturers and guarantee quality 
on every level – the quality of our fabrics, our design 
services, our manufacturing process and service 
capabilities. Our talented team are experts at turning 
fabrics into drapes and bespoke shapes; they can 
manufacture to your specification and create 
amazing solutions to provide the inspiration behind 
any performance.
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Stage Engineering 
J&C Joel is a global company with a world class 
Projects department that designs, manufactures and 
installs a wide range of stage machinery for all 
manner of performance venues from national theatres 
to school halls.

Our team of designers, project managers and 
engineers combine their knowledge with industry 
experience to specialise in custom rigging solutions, 
manual and powered flying systems, lifting systems 
which can all be operated using our bespoke controls 
to provide a turnkey solution for any setting.

With expertise in all areas of fabrics, drapery and 
stage mechanics, J&C Joel are leaders in acoustic 
solutions. From acoustic drapery to our range of 
mechanical acoustic solutions, such as roller banners, 
acoustic shells and concertina banners, our products 
can provide a solution that ensures the acoustics in 
your venue enhance any performance. Our acoustic 
solutions are all supported by the latest acoustic test 
reports and datasheets.

The safety of our customers is paramount at J&C Joel 
and we are accredited members of a range of industry 
organisations. Our trained engineers are qualified to 
install our products to industry standards and comply 
with governing bodies worldwide.

From designing the mechanics to make drapes fly 
off stage to heavy engineering solutions that operate 
an entire theatre, our solutions are always tailored 
to the venue and the exact specification required. 
Everything we do ensures your performance always 
takes centre stage.

Tracks & 
Drapery Systems
The manufacture of large scale drapery is at the 
heart of our business and we provide a complete 
engineering solution to make them perform as 
required. Our systems work seamlessly to create 
different movement types; lowering, raising and 
retracting some of the largest, most intricate drapes 
in venues around the world.

J&C Joel offer a selection of manual and motorised 
tracking systems to suit all types of drapes. We supply 
and install the industry leading brands such as Triple E, 
Silent Gliss and Goelst. 

We have a selection of walk-along, corded or 
motorised systems which can be manufactured straight, 
curved and even custom shaped. These are then 
matched to the drape size, weight and action required 
to ensure it is perfect for the required application.

As well as tracks we also offer a Drape Retraction Unit 
which when combined with our Kabuki Systems creates 
a real touch of magic by quite literally ‘retracting’ a 
drape off the stage in seconds.

As drapery experts our experienced team will advise 
the best track or drapery system for your drape and 
purpose, from a school blackout window drape to the 
world’s leading Opera Houses. Our job is to make sure 
the drapery’s performance is perfect from the moment 
the curtain rises to the second the curtain falls. 

Whatever your vision, we can make it a reality.

Whatever your vision, 
  we can make it a reality.
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01 - Philippines Arena, Asia   02 - Zayed University, UAE   03 - Esplanade Theatres on the Bay, Asia
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Showcase

Blackpool Grand Theatre, UK 111010



J&C Joel’s Headquarters, based in
Sowerby Bridge, West Yorkshire.
7000 Sqm of Office, Manufacturing
and Warehouse Space
109 Members of Staff
Business Hours -
Monday - Thursday - 8.30am - 5.30pm
Friday - 9.00am - 3.00pm
GMT (BST+1) 

J&C Joel Europe, based in Romania, 
consists of a network of dealers and
distributors, who are supported by our
strong, dedicated European Sales team.
Business Hours - 9.00am - 5.00pm
GMT +2 (BST+2)

J&C Joel Vietnam based in Bac Ninh Province
930 Sqm of Manufacturing and Warehouse 
Space
8 Members of Staff
Business Hours - 9.00am - 6.00pm 
GMT +7 (BST+6)

J&C Joel Macau, registered business office.

J&C Joel Middle East based in Dubai, UAE
475 Sqm of Office, Manufacturing and
Warehouse Space
14 Members of Staff
Business Hours  -
Monday - Thursday - 8.30am - 5.30pm
Friday - 9.00am - 3.00pm 

GMT +4 (BST+3)

6 23 3sales 
offices

project 
hubs

manufacturing  
facilities

warehouse 
facilities

Where Are We Located?

J&C Joel Hong Kong has a dedicated
sales team available for customers to
access support, with manufacturing 
provided by our worldwide facilities. 
Business Hours - 1.00pm - 9.00pm
GMT +8 (BST+7)
Winter - 2.00pm - 10.00pm

J&C Joel South Africa, registered business 
office.

- Sales Office           - Manufacturing Facility         - Warehouse Facility          - Project Hub
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Headquarters
Sowerby Bridge

Manufacturing
Viet Nam

Headquarters
Sowerby Bridge

Manufacturing
Sowerby Bridge
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14when would you require our services?

01 - Royal Welsh College of Music and Dance, UK   02 - Victoria Palace Theatre, London, UK   03 - New York University, UAE   
04 - Robbie Williams, Swing Both Ways Tour  05 - University of Singapore, Asia
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0201
From the Village Hall to the Olympic Village...
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06 - Home Manchester, UK   07 - Genting Casino, Asia  08 - Darlington Hippodrome, UK   09 - The Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, UK

07

09

06

08

There is no job too big or small for our expert team.
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J&C Joel is an award winning global business with strategically placed facilities to ensure our customers can 
access a turnkey solution for any project, anywhere in the world; no matter how big or small.

The company now has more sales and technical staff on the ground than ever before; 
this means we have the world covered with offices on four continents allowing 

the company to be operational almost 24 hours a day. This ensures we can 
provide bespoke quotations, design, manufacturing and installation services 

anywhere on the globe.

In today’s fast paced world where decisions are made with little or no 
time to react our global business allows us to react quicker than most 
due to having warehousing and manufacturing facilities around the 
world. We pride ourselves on providing a fast, cost effective and 
unsurpassed service whilst ensuring we maintain the highest standards.

Our talented team of sales representatives, designers and project 
managers will work with you to advise on fabrics and help create a 

drape, shape or stage engineering solution that is perfectly suited to 
your exact requirements.

We have over 200 years of collective fabric and drapery knowledge at J&C 
Joel; so, when choosing your fabric any questions about colour, construction and 

technical ability can be answered by our team. If a bespoke solution is required, we will 
conduct our own research and development to deliver the very best solution to fit your request. And if 
we don’t have it, our Research and Development team will find it.

Within our worldwide facilities we have a highly skilled manufacturing team who can 
produce everything from a Front of House drape to complex appliqué, embroidery and 
creative drapes and shapes.

We can also work with you to turn your vision into reality by creating concept 
designs using the latest computer aided design software to produce drawings and 
3D renders before moving onto prototypes and testing to ensure our drapes, unique 
shapes and stage machinery perform perfectly when installed.

We are extremely proud that our products and services feature in projects around the 
world from the local Village Hall to the Olympic Village.

Above all the J&C Joel family puts our customers at the heart of everything we do. And we 
are proud our clients continue to be the inspiration behind our performance.
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Royal Shakespeare Theatre, UK

Experts In

www.jcjoel.com1818



Fabrics &  Flooring

Drapes &  Shapes

Stage Engineering

Tracks &  Drapery Systems 

To download or request our brochures and other technical information please visit our website 
www.jcjoel.com or contact our expert sales team in your local region for assistance.
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J&C Joel Limited
Corporation Mill, Corporation Street,
Sowerby Bridge, Halifax, HX6 2QQ

+44 (0)1422 833 835
www.jcjoel.com

UK
Europe
Africa

Middle East
Asia

Australasia


